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In the article “Successful Language Learners: What Do We Know about Them?”, 

the author, Alice Omaggio, describes the kind of personalities that successful 

language learners usually have and some language learning strategies that they tend to 

use. I quite agree with this article, especially the “strategies and technique” part. 

 According to the article, “Successful learners take an active approach to the 

learning task.” I agree with that and have an example to support it. Several years ago, 

when I studied in a language cram school named “Global Village”, some of my 

classmates were middle-aged women. I was surprise when I first saw them, because 

most of the teachers there were foreigners, I wondered whether those “mothers” could 

communicate with the teachers or not. But after having a class with them, I started to 

admire these women. Actually, their grammar and pronunciation were quite poor, but 

they could communicate with foreigners very well. They answered the teacher’s 

questions actively and shared their opinions in English. During break times, they even 

chatted with each others in English. They treasured every chance to speak English and 

seldom skipped classes. I think their active attitude toward learning is something that 

we should learn. 

The article also mentioned that “Good language learners are willing to take 

risks.” Those women weren’t afraid of making mistakes, and they dared to keep 

asking questions until they really understood. When teachers didn’t understand what 

they meant, instead of giving up, they tried their best to show their thoughts, even 

through body language. Once, when we were talking about the Olympic Games, a 

woman didn’t know how to say the word “karate”, so she started to mimic karate. Can 
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you imagine a woman, about 40 or 50 years old, miming karate? Of course, it was 

really funny; I tried my best not to burst into laughter. But after her performance, the 

teacher understood her meaning and told her the word. Even if it was a little bit 

embarrassing, she improved her English in the end.  

I agree with these two points in Alice Omaggio’s article very much, because I 

saw some real examples. Those women were definitely good English learners. 

Although they weren’t young, their age didn’t limit them. Their active attitude is 

something that every learner should have. 

(Be more careful with your verb tenses.)  
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