
Summary of “The Right to Die” 

陳怡伶  

 

Henry P. Van Dusen who was a spiritual leader in Protestant theology and his 

wife ended their lives by their own hands. This event shocked the world of religion 

and philosophy, because self-destruction is sinful for both the  religious and 

conventional worlds. However, Dr. Van Dusen and his wife left behind a letter that 

raised a moral issue: Does an individual have the obligation to go on living even when 

the beauty and meaning and power of life are gone? (Copying without citing is 

plagiarism.) Such an admired and respected person as Dr. Van Dusen’s self-inflicted 

death is bound to make people reconsider the meaning of suicide. 

A significant issue that the author mentions is the power of free will. Dr. Van 

Dusen and his wife chose  die with dignity. The key point here is not the death but 

dignity of human beings. In their situation, they became too ill to take care of 

themselves, even for the most elementary needs and functions. Therefore, they 

believed it was a misuse of medical science to keep them technically alive. People 

should have the right to decide when to die. That is the power of free will. 

(Death isn’t another form of living, at least not in the article. Religion helps give 

people continuity). Dr. Van Dusen and his wife were not afraid to die, yet they were 

fearful of the loss of the value of the human beings. 

In Cousins’ opinion, death is not the greatest loss in life. The greatest loss is 

what dies inside us while we live. The unbearable tragedy is to live without dignity or 

sensitivity. (Plagiarism, again.) 

(Well summarized, but be very careful about cutting and pasting like this. Say it in 

your own words.) 

刪除: is 

刪除: protestant 

刪除: had 

刪除: for 

刪除: , his

刪除: had mentioned 

刪除: to live on in another way

刪除: In religion, death is just 

another form of living


